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[X] Information Disclosure Statement, Form PTO-1449 and Cited References 
[X] Return Receipt Postcard 

\ If the enclosed papers are considered incomplete, the Mail Room and/or the Application 
Branch is respectfijlly requested to contact the undersigned at (617) 395-7000. 

No check is enclosed. If a fee is required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge Deposit Accoxmt No. 50/2762. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 
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This Information Disclosure Sfo. 

No fee is required. 
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The Applicant hereby makes of record in fh. . 
^'•-^ on the attached fonn PTO- 1 449 (modified ^ 7'"'^^^ '''''^'^^ '"^onnation 
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Serial No.: 09/805,368 -2- Art Unit: 2821 

The following is a concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language 
reference listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified): 

Some of the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified) were cited in at 
least one of five oppositions filed against a European counterpart to a parent application of the 
present application. The European coimterpart is EP Patent No. 1,016,062, EP Serial No. 
98944539.0, corresponding to U.S. Patent No. 6,016,038 (U.S. Serial No. 08/920,146). The 
present application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Serial No. 09/669,121, filed September 25, 
2000, which is a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 09/425,770, now U.S. Patent No. 6,150,774, 
which in turn is a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 08/920,146. 

PART IV: Remarks 

Documents cited anywhere in the Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed unless 
otherwise indicated. It is respectfully requested that: 

1 . The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the present claims; 

2. The enclosed form PTO-1449 be signed by the Examiner to evidence that the cited 
information has been fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office during the 
examination of this application; 

3. The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues from this 
application. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that 
more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior 
art as defined by 35 U.S.C. §102. 
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Notwithstanding any statements by the AppHcant, the Examiner is urged to form his own 
conclusion regarding the relevance of the cited information. 

An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kevin J. Dowling et al 
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